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it was not so; for that he had no more in the world than
the sum of fifty pounds, which he owed Trent, and which
he intended to pay him the next morning.

c It is very right, undoubtedly, to pay your, debts,' says
the old gentleman; 'but sure, on such an occasion, any
' man but the rankest usurer would be contented to
4 stay a little while for his money; and it will be only
4 a little while I am convinced; for, if you deposit
4 this sum in* the great man's hands, I make no doubt but
4 you will succeed immediately in getting your commission;
4 and then I will help you to a method of taking up such
4 a sum as this.' The old gentleman persisted in this
advice, and backed it with every argument he could
invent; declaring, as was indeed true, that he gave the
same advice which he would pursue was the case his
own.

Booth long rejected the opinion of. his friend; till, a.s
they had not argued with dry lips, he became heated with
wine, and then at last the old gentleman succeeded.
Indeed, such was his love, either for Booth, or for his
own opinion, and perhaps for both, that he omitted
nothing in his power. He even endeavoured to-, palliate
the character of Trent, and unsaid half what he had
before said of that gentleman. In the end, he undertook
to make Trent easy, and to go to him the very next
morning for that purpose.

Poor Booth at last yielded, though with the utmost
difficulty. Indeed, had he known quite as much of Trent
as the reader doth, no motive whatsoever would have
prevailed on him to have taken the old gentleman's
advice.